Minutes
[image: 1779f948f-a906-4e3e-ace2-90dc86917d53.png]of Meeting on 9th October 2025 at 6:30pm
1st Burnmoor Scouts

Present: 	Cllr Secker, Cllr Hendry, Cllr Robson, E. Batt,
Cllr Heaviside (DCC), Cllr Bell (DCC)

1. Welcome and Apologies
Cllr Secker welcomed all and A. Thompson as guest. Apologies recorded from Cllr Harland and Cllr Sharples. Cllr Secker vice chair would chair meeting in the absence of Cllr Harland. 
2. Declarations of Interest
No declarations
3. Guest/s
Anita Thompson
4. Public Comments
Robbie Morson - Recently purchased (with girlfriend) house on Finchale Terrace and vendor said they could take over the contract for the garage from vendor, which was on the floor plans and included in the house price. They’ve recently found out there’s a change and not now allowed to take over the garage. Would it be possible to take over the rental or even purchase the garage?
Cllr Secker replied – What was said between the seller and buyer is nothing to do with the parish council. We have changed our staff as clerk, but the tenancy is on a yearly lease, which has not been changed. We have people on the waiting list for a plot, some live the other end of the village, so they may not want a plot this end. May I suggest you go on the waiting list? The garage doesn’t belong to us, the parish council. The previous tenant, or someone else may have put it on there. When conveyances were done, this should have been picked up. Your girlfriend has been in touch with out clerk; you are more than welcome to contact our clerk to be put on the waiting list. We have to keep it fair, for those on the waiting list. Just as we would for you, if you were on the top of the waiting list. Does that make sense?
Robbie Morson – Yes and thanks.


5. Minutes of Last Meeting
Cllr Hendry proposed the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 11th September 2025, to be a correct record, seconded by Cllr Robson, all agreed and signed by Cllr Secker.
6. Matters Arising from Previous Meeting
6.1 Co-Option – Michael Stephenson did not attend. Anita Thompson was co-opted as Parish Councillor was unanimously agreed. Anita Thompson was appointed as Cllr by signing Declaration of Acceptance of Office and signed by Cllr Hendry as witness.
6.2 Clerk’s contract was signed by clerk and Cllr Secker.
6.3 Noticeboard – Group Scout Leader Allan Forster is happy for us to put up a noticeboard opposite the defibrillator, on the fence. Cllr Secker has considered advice from County Councillors and we need to check with Scout’s County whether it is classed as a political noticeboard and would it be allowed on Scout land. Clerk to check with Allan Forster.
6.4 Meeting date to be arranged amongst ground rent sub-group within next couple of weeks.
7. New Matters for Discussion
7.1 Nothing received as of yet regarding the precept, clerk to bring spreadsheet to next meeting.
7.2 To be added to next month’s agenda.
8. Police Liaison
Clerk emailed PCSO Dean Regan and received reply – stating they don’t provide police reports for parish council meetings, as this takes a large amount of work and time. They have a dedicated team who analyse the statistics and the figures are placed online. However, these monthly reports have a slight delay, therefore, anything of note or something with a large community impact, he would conduct a PACT meeting in the area. PACT meetings are usually done every 6-8 weeks, between Fence Houses, Great Lumley and Bournmoor. The Durham Constabulary website for these areas map where incidents have been logged.
Cllr Bell (DCC) suggested changing the title ‘Police Liaison’ to Police Matters, then the clerk can send a report to PCSO Dean Regan.
Cllr Robson noted they had been a bike theft in Woodstone Village, which had been witnessed and police contacted during the theft, however, the police did not arrive until an hour after the incident.  Acting Inspector Simon Hogg was very helpful. Cllr Bell (DCC) said that was due to the call being logged with the wrong police force.
Cllr Secker noted it seems we can look at the website for updates, we can feed in, but cannot get any feedback from them.
9. County Councillor Report
Cllr Bell (DCC) – hedge cutting now stopped, however needs to be finished. No’s 8 and 28 Sydney Street are boarded, County are on the case, under the private landlord section. Bill Forth Park, there are no reports of dog muck, fly tipping or logs. 
Cllr Heaviside (DCC) – might be a good idea to consider a walk around pre-bonfire night, as this feeds in to anti-social behaviour. I am happy to help with a walk around.



10. Environment and Community
10.1 Bill Forth Park – SLA and Zip Line update, clerk has received apologies for the delay, but still not received SLA or quotes for zip line. Clerk to request monthly reports from Tom again.
Ninja Trail – Clerk will re-apply for grant once Barclays Bank mandate confirmed and account in clerk’s address.
10.2 Christmas Tree in Triangle - Cllr Secker – Should we buy a cut tree this year as an addition to Bill Forth Park? Cllr Bell (DCC) – the public consensus on the current tree in the triangle, is to keep the tree. All agreed – it is not our tree and also not our land, therefore, tree in situ will be only tree in that location.
Seat in Triangle – County have sent clerk their approved catalogue of seats, one seat would be £1600+. Cllr Secker has managed to acquire 2 x pre-used seats, that require stripping and painting. They will cost between £600-£800 in total, with £270 per seat for delivery, if County are happy for a private contractor to be used. ALN have provided a quote for £1000 inc. delivery and fitting. Cllr Bell (DCC) will check with DCC to make sure they don’t have any objections for the seats to go on their land. If they agree, the seats will be fitted. If they don’t, they won’t be fitted.
10.3 Cllr Secker asked DCC Councillors to chase up dropped kerb. 
10.4 Cllr Secker asked DCC Councillors for help regarding the dog fouling on the Trod, as there is a local resident, a very intimidating man with at least 3 dogs, allowing his dogs to foul on the Trod 3 times per day. Cllr’s Bell and Heaviside (DCC) agreed to ask County to send a letter out to the resident.
10.5 Cllr Secker will organise Lamp post Poppies to be put up and has taken them to organise.
10.6 Defib is in good working order, as confirmed by Cllr Sharples prior to the meeting via email.
11. Accounts and Finance
11.1 Finance report will be provided at next meeting, due to delays on Barclays Bank mandate confirmation.
11.2 Clerk’s wages – cheque to be signed once mandate confirmed.
11.3 Barclays Bank mandate has been delayed, both Cllr’s Harland and Secker have been in contact with the bank to chase this, awaiting online banking confirmation and mandate confirmation, before we can proceed with any transactions.
12. Planning Applications
CDALC have confirmed via email – Lumley Castle has requested a planning application to reduce the timings for events. All agreed – no action to be taken.
13. Correspondence
As mentioned in Public Session
14. Items for Future Meeting
Precept
Ground Rent Progress
15. Private Session in line with Local Government (no public allowed)
No items to be discussed following the Exclusion of Public and Press under the Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 Sec 1 – Part (2)

Next Meeting
Confirmed next meeting Thursday 13th Nov 2025, 6:30pm at 1st Burnmoor Scout Hall

 Signed:     

Cllr _______________
Date: 13th November 2025
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