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[image: 1779f948f-a906-4e3e-ace2-90dc86917d53.png]of Meeting on 9th April 2026 at 6:30pm
1st Burnmoor Scouts

Present: 	Cllr Secker, Cllr Sharples, Cllr Thompson, Cllr Hendry, E. Batt,
Cllr Heaviside (DCC)

1. Welcome and Apologies
Cllr Secker welcomed all. Apologies recorded from Cllr Harland, Cllr Robson. 
2. Declarations of Interest
N/A
3. Guest/s
N/A
4. Public Comments
1st member of public – Charged for 4 plots for ground rent, we are the only one with a garden & garage. Only found out 4 plots when measuring up for new fence & noticed plot numbers on other side. Cllr Secker – We took over as the new parish council & have new administration. We issued the new leases & payment details to those we had contacts for. Unfortunately, you got caught up, as we didn’t know who had those plots. Member of public – Always been known as 2 plots, not 4. Had to scrimp & save, asked if we could stagger payment, was told no. Cllr Secker – We (Cllr Secker, Cllr Hendry & E. Batt) met your partner when dealing with another matter, & she came running out with a wad of money worrying about paying, so we assumed hadn’t paid for last year. 1st member of public – No we paid. Cllr Secker – If you look at frontage, it is a plot, everyone has to pay for it. I accept financial predicament, moving forward, we hope this won’t happen next year. 1st member of public – Will we get notification if rent goes up? Cllr Secker – Yes, 3 months’ notice of any rent increases, on the proviso tenants’ contact details are up to date. 1st member of public – Always been known as 2 plots. Cllr Secker – We can only apologise, but we have to be fair, look on Google Maps. There are also problems of fly tipping in-between. Fully accept you’ve been gentlemanly. 1st member of public – Much appreciated.
5. Minutes of Last Meeting
Cllr Thompson proposed the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 12th February 2026, to be a correct record, seconded by Cllr Hendry, all agreed and signed by Cllr Secker.
6. Matters Arising from Previous Meeting
6.1 Clerk - Email received today regarding late payment for plot on Briarwood, asking if they can still pay, they have been on holiday, but have received cover letter & tenancy agreement. All agreed - Will accept late payment this time, however, late payments will not be accepted next year, clerk to reply with this message. Clerk – 3 tenants of 4 plots on Pinewood have paid, but not returned any paperwork or ID info. All agreed - clerk to chase via any contact info in archives, & put notice on plots, both stating 7 days’ notice to comply or lease will be withdrawn. Clerk – 3 plots on Pinewood, 1 Plot on Briarwood & 2 plots on The Trod have to been paid for, or info received. All agreed – 30 days’ eviction notice on plots, if contacted by unknown tenants, they will need to prove tenancy with key to garage first, then they can complete tenancy agreement, ID info & payment. If clerk receives any hassle regarding this, clerk must let council know first, before allowing renewal of tenancy. Clerk – Finchale all accounted for, with 2 vacant plots, 5 on waiting list (other 2 requested to go onto waiting list, haven’t complied with info request from clerk). Clerk to arrange first 2 on waiting list & councillors, to view 2 vacant plots.
Cllr Secker – 1 tenant that had 2 plots, has only had 1 renewed, due to lack of upkeep. Both plots have asbestos, so suggest proposal that current plot is exchanged to a vacant plot, once the waiting list has gone down. Then, we can sort the removal of both asbestos garages at the same time, at our expense, with the tenant warned to take better care of exchanged plot.
Cllr Hendry – proposed phone for clerk, for parish business. Refurbished phone for £40-50, with £5 monthly sim card. Seconded by Cllr Thompson. Clerk to arrange.
6.2 Moved to secrtion15.
6.3 Will discuss before next meeting & present to parish council.
7. New Matters for Discussion
7.1 Move to section 15.
7.2 Proposed by Cllr AGM to be at 6:30pm on 14th May 2026, with full council meeting at 7pm. Seconded by Cllr Hendry. Clerk to postponed invite for SSAA chair to attend until June 2026.
8. Police Liaison
Cllr Thompson - PCSO Dean Reagan has moved on, with PCSO Louise Bridge replacing him. I attended PACT meeting with Cllr Secker, only thing relevant, was 154 people have been caught speeding in one month on police speed camera outside Fence Houses Community Centre, on Lumley New Road.
Cllr Secker – LLPC would like to give a vote of thanks for PCSO Dean Reagan’s work in the community.


9. County Councillor Report
Cllr Heaviside (DCC) – Cars have been crashing into field at Pit House t-junction, reflectors are damaged, was sent to illuminations department, but not their area, so signs have been chased up & will get fixed.
Dog bin request on Newbottle Lane, as loads of poo bags have been left, next update is due 23rd of April.
10. Environment and Community
10.1 Bill Forth Park – Cllr Secker – Note in archives regarding SLA; those present at meeting indicated that Chester-le-Street were closing down & DCC were going to take care of the equipment in Bill Forth Park. Somewhere along the line, parish council have had to pay for the upkeep, done on goodwill maintaining it. We are aware of another parish council, that has some arrangements when they went from CLS to DCC. Cllr Heaviside (DCC) – Do you need any work doing? As probation service might be able to help, only thing is they would need toilet access, so maybe ask the community centre? Cllr Secker – Clerk to ask Fence Houses Community Centre. Cllr Heaviside (DCC) – They can’t dispose of green waste etc. Cllr Secker – Hedge strip, cut rough ground next to hedge.
10.2 Triangle Seat Update – Cllr Secker – We (Cllr Secker, Cllr Sharples & Cllr Heaviside (DCC)) had meeting with DCC, put through hoops requesting info. Then, they told us seats were not approved style, backed off when told came off their land. Then, told highways would need to be contacted. Cllr Heaviside (DCC) got in touch and looked promising. DCC turned up for meeting and asked if we’d canvassed school & residents. The original seats had been removed due to a resident complaining about anti-social behaviour. So, outcome parish council decided to put seats in Bill Forth Park. Since then, Cllr Bell (DCC) has been in touch saying a resident has contacted him requesting seat in triangle. Cllrs Bell & Heaviside (DCC) have decided to fund 1 seat at triangle. I hope the canvassing will still be done. 2nd member of public – I was the one contacting Cllr Bell (DCC). Yellow lines were burnt off road along school. Rubble moved from 1 corner to another corner behind the bin in the triangle. Cllr Secker – Not our land, contact DCC councillor. 2nd member of public – No, I’ll just sit on my own seat in garden, I have the original seats from the triangle. Cllr Secker – They’re not approved anymore.
10.3 Dog Fouling – Cllr Secker – Person has moved, no longer a problem.
10.4 Cllr Sharples stated the de-fib is in brilliant working order and has sent the status check to the clerk. 
11. Accounts and Finance
11.1 Clerk’s wages – £360/month (gross wages), as previously agreed. Awaiting payslip from C Armstrong, Cllr Hendry will authorise once payslip received.
11.2 Payroll Invoice £120 All agreed
11.3 Clerk meeting auditor to get accounts audited
11.4 Clerk to add Cllr Thompson & Cllr Sharples to bank account, once ground rents & accounts are done
12 Planning Applications
N/A
13 Correspondence
13.1 Email requesting tree removal – moved to section 15.
13.2 As discussed, email from tenant re: late payment & payroll invoice.
14 Items for Future Meeting
14.1 Christmas tree lights
14.2 Poppies
15 Private Session in line with Local Government (no public allowed)
Items to be discussed following the Exclusion of Public and Press under the Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 Sec 1 – Part (2)
TO BE REDACTED
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

16 Next Meeting
Confirmed next meeting Thursday 14th May 2026, 7:00pm at 1st Burnmoor Scout Hall, AGM 6:30pm 14th May 2026 at 1st Burnmoor Scout Hall

 Signed:     

Cllr _______________
Date: 14th May 2026
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