


MINUTES OF LITTLE LUMLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Thursday 8th September 2022, Fencehouses Community Centre, 6.30pm 

Present: Cllr T Harland (Chair), Cllr D Secker, Cllr S Oliver, Cllr A Wiegand, Cllr Armstrong, Cllr Heaviside (DCC), Cllr Bell (DCC) G Oliver (Clerk)

1. Chairmans Introduction/Apologies for absence 
Cllr Harland welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr Hough and Cllr Robson.      

2. Approve & sign the minutes of the last meeting (Thu 14th July 2022)
Minutes from the July meeting, were proposed as a true record from Cllr Armstrong, seconded by Cllr Oliver and agreed unanimously by all councillors present and were signed off by Cllr Secker, who was Acting Chair of the July meeting. 
 
3. Declarations of interest: 
No declarations of interests from councillors were declared.  

4. Matters Arising  

Cllr Secker and Cllr Heaviside met with James Young at Bill Forth Park. For the overgrown area, DCC councillors are seeing if Clean and Green can add to their winter programme. They will also see following discussion if Highways could help with maintenance from time to time such as the swings, or repainting areas. 

Thanks were given to Cllr Secker for his work by the miners memorial to change it into an alpine garden area. 

Asbestos from one of the garage areas which was left following the previously clearance has now been cleared from Chirman Asbestos removals, with the council paying for additional safety equipment. 

5. Matters for Discussion:- 
 
a. Ground Rents & future plans – Cllr Secker advised that he and Cllr Harland had met with Lynsey Bates from a solicitors to look at options for selling each plot of land. Each plot could be around £2k per plot, which would include solicitors fees. Discussions are at an early stage but the council are working with solicitors on a right to buy basis at a set price. Further discussions are planned before the next meeting, where depending on progress ground rents for 22/23 would be set.


Cllr Oliver updated on the visual inspections undertaken on all garage/ground rent areas with Cllr Hough. Cllr Oliver advised that sites in Pinewood/Briarwood were in a far worse condition than those seen at back of Finchale Terrace. 

Cllr Secker had looked into company for weed spraying, with a P1/P6 spraying license needed. Cllr Secker had asked Mr Loveday and Prebends Grdening and would be looking at a cost of £250-£350 for a twice yearly spray. The councillors discussed options of progressing with this, which would need to be added to yearly rents. 

Action : All councillors were asked to bring ideas/options on selling plots, options for weed treating and costing suggestions for 22/23 ground rent to next meeting.  
 
b. Funding for planters – G Oliver has been working with DCC and the application is now being processed. G Oliver advised that it was hopeful funds would be released in time for our October meeting, to enable the planters to be purchased.

6. Police Liaison - Joy Allan, Durham PCC, had sent apologies that she would be unable to attend one of our meetings this year, but would look to visit Little Lumley in 2023.

7. County Councillor Report 
a. Cllr Bell (DCC)  advised that the paths had been resurfaced. LLPC passed on their thanks to DCC councillors for assisting with this request.  
b. Cllr Heaviside mentioned the planters at the war memorial needed work. Cllr Harland advised these weren’t LLPC planters, so Cllr Heaviside will ask the Community Action Team to see if they can help. 
 

8. Accounts & Finance 
a. The following accounts were agreed and approved by LLPC and signed off by Cllr Harland:-
Clerk Salary - £496 (September) 
Safety Equipment - £33.08
Chirman Asbestos Removals - £660.00  

 
9. Correspondence: 
G Oliver updated on correspondence received from DCC around the setting of next years Precept budgets and interest in the Parish Council. 

The council also discussed agreeing who the LLPC rep would be as liaison officer between them and Sydney Street Allotment Association following correspondence received – the council unanimously agreed this should remain as Cllr Secker. 

Action : G Oliver to notify secretary of SSAA on the council decision. 




10. Questions to the Chairman 
a. Councillors had no further items to bring forward to the Chairman. 

b. Public session, at the discretion of the Chair – no public were in attendance. 

c. Private discussion item – The council discussed the action plan for SSAA and agreed to bring the vexatious policy back to the next meeting, to allow councillors time to review.  


11. Next Meeting 
Thu 13th October @ 6.30pm in Fencehouses Community Centre 
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