


MINUTES OF LITTLE LUMLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Thursday 14th July 2022, Fencehouses Community Centre, 6.30pm 

Present: Cllr D Secker (Acting Chair) Cllr S Oliver, Cllr T Robson, Cllr C Hough, Cllr A Wiegand, Cllr Armstrong, Cllr Heaviside (DCC), Cllr Bell (DCC) G Oliver (Clerk)

Guests: 	Lee Morris – Neighbourhood Inspector, Chester-Le-Street Police 
		Ken Clark – Sydney Street Allotments Association 

1. Chairmans Introduction/Apologies for absence 
Cllr Secker welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr Harland.     

2. Approve & sign the minutes of the last meeting (Thu 9th June 2022)
Minutes from the June meeting, were proposed as a true record from Cllr Wiegand, seconded by Cllr Oliver and agreed unanimously by all councillors present and were signed off by Cllr Secker. 
 
3. Declarations of interest: 
No declarations of interests from councillors were declared.  

It was agreed to move the Police Liaison section higher up the meeting to allow Inspector Lee Morris to do some introductions to the Parish. 

4. Police Liaison 


Insp Morris advised he was delighted to attend and make initial introductions post Covid restrictions being lifted, having liased with Gillian to arrange attendance.

Insp Morris provided a great update to all councillors, including:-
· His background in the force and set up of his team for this area and current vacancies. Mark Ferry is our local PC but is moving onto a new role soon, so a replacement will be advised in due course and Janelle Taylor is our PCSO
· How County Durham Police handle upto 1500 calls a day, with upto 600 a day being incidents to deal with/attend to and upto 100 of those needing dealing with at any one time
· Explained how the control room worked for handling calls
· How staffing levels are set based on demand – so it is important to report in crime for our area whenever noticed or if residents have concerns
· Recruitment plans for Durham Police with 200 places
· Dealing with off road bikes and how they are tackling
· Dealing with drugs in area and Anti-Social Behaviour 
· Plans to provide Youth Activities in wider Division to help tackle ASB and get young people on the right paths
· Their work on a Communication and Engagement strategy – including a free activity week in August for families. 

Cllr Secker thanked Inspector Morris for attending. 

5. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes
 
a. Options for valuations and selling land which is currently rented by tenants will be considered over the Summer with conveyancer/valuer discussions. 
. 
b. Arrangements have been made with DCC for a site visit to Bill Forth Park on the 4th August. 

c. Planters had been completed by Leamside Nursery. Work will progress on changing the memorial bed to a more suitable Alpine based display - Cllr Secker is progressing. Any spare plants were offered up to Ken Clark, which was gratefully accepted.  

d. Planter funding was still being pursued by G Oliver. After liasing with DCC a funding request of upto £999 could be made between Little Lumley and Great Lumley for the 2 planters and associated compost, flowers and trees. G Oliver will now complete a formal funding case to DCC. 

6. Matters for Discussion:- None
     

7. County Councillor Report 
a. Cllr Bell (DCC)  advised that the bench between Woodstone Village and the path to Great Lumley was down for review in the next 2-3 weeks. 
b. Cllr Heaviside talked more around the Youth Provisions being proposed, with Karbon, Durham Police, Bournmoor Parish Council and himself and Cllr Bell agreeing funding. Bournmoor Church Hall is being considered as a suitable venue .
c. Advised on a complaint around basketball being played in park by a hard wall upto 9pm in evening impacting local resident – area will be monitored. 

8. Accounts & Finance 
a. The following accounts were agreed and approved by LLPC and signed off by Cllr Harland:-
Clerk Salary - £496 (July), £496 (August)
Council Running Expenses (July-Sept) - £227.91 

 

9. Correspondence: 
G Oliver updated on correspondence received from a resident on unsightly weeding around garages, seeking Parish help. 


Action: Cllr Hough and Cllr Oliver will review the land on our rented plots and report back in September. 

Cllr Secker advised on a request for support from Sydney Street Allotments for a skip. Cllr Secker discussed recent outgoings which had included several hundred pounds to clear a disused plot, with additional costs needing budgeting for asbestos removal, where options are being pursued which was our current priority. Council advised SSAA there were always other funding avenues they could pursue at this time. 

10. Questions to the Chairman 
a. A review of our orders and policies for LLPC was discussed. Policies for review will be brought to future meetings.

Cllr Secker also tabled having a discussion around options for locations for our future meetings – this will also be brought back to discuss at a future meeting. 


b. Public session, at the discretion of the Chair - Ken Clark was invited to speak and update on work within SSAA. Ken advised that they were still looking at ideas to focus on to doing better and would be policing the allotments and their use a lot closer. Ken was aware that the council were discussing options for their action plan under the closed section and looked forward to receiving updates in due course. Cllr Secker advised he is looking into building closer links with SSAA and the community and acknowledged the event SSAA supported recently at the Scout Hall. Cllr Oliver updated Ken Clark on funding routes and offered his support to Ken. Ken personally thanked Cllr Oliver for all his previous funding work for SSAA and was aware how instrumental he was in receiving £20k in funding support for the Allotments association, and was to thank for all the facilities they had down there. Ken Clark thanked Cllr Oliver for the offer of help, should he pursue funding routes and would contact him if needed. 

c. Private discussion item – The council discussed progress towards a suitable action plan as part of the lease agreement for SSAA.  


11. Next Meeting 
Thu 8th September @ 6.30pm in Fencehouses Community Centre 
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