


MINUTES OF LITTLE LUMLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Thursday 13th October 2022, Fencehouses Community Centre, 6.30pm 

Present: Cllr T Harland (Chair), Cllr D Secker, Cllr S Oliver, Cllr Hough, Cllr Robson, Cllr Heaviside (DCC), G Oliver (Clerk)

1. Chairmans Introduction/Apologies for absence 
Cllr Harland welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr Wiegand and Cllr Armstrong.       

2. Approve & sign the minutes of the last meeting (Thu 8th September 2022)
Minutes from the September meeting, were proposed as a true record from Cllr Secker, seconded by Cllr Oliver and agreed unanimously by all councillors present and were signed off by Cllr Harland.  
 
3. Declarations of interest: 
No declarations of interests from councillors were declared.  

4. Matters Arising  

G Oliver had confirmed in an email to Sydney Street Allotments the liaison officer from the Parish Council would be Cllr Secker. 

Cllr Secker had been in communication with Lynsey Bates, on the potential selling of the land, where many garages had been built. The next step in the process would be to appoint a surveyor and valuer for their considerations and costs, before the council can agree on a way forward. A surveyor would also help identify who owns adjoining land and boundaries. The council have also been looking at which plots would be saleable and which plots would need work done before considering the sale as an option. It was agreed that a new audit of garages, condition and current tenants be undertaken to help with the process which Cllr Oliver, Cllr Hough and G Oliver agreed to progress.

Action: Cllr Oliver, Cllr Hough and G Oliver to arrange time to undertake photos of each garage, view condition and confirm tenant and/or vacant to assist with sale considerations. 


The council discussed the state of some of the land around garage structures after recent inspections to all areas by Cllr Hough and Cllr Oliver. The council agreed that although weed control is the responsibility of owners – it was hard in some instances to agree who owner was due to placement of structures. Therefore the council discussed the need to invest in maintenance at least twice a year for weed control, and had sought out interest from Bournmoor Conversation Group to undertake, with additional costs needing to be absorbed by existing tenants. 

Action: Cllr Secker to speak to Bournmoor Conservation Group to proceed on a maintenance plan for weed control for twice a year. 


. 

5. Matters for Discussion:- 
 
a. Ground Rents, timings & plans – rent collections to be arranged and payments to be requested by January meeting, as per previous year with tenants to be asked around interest in purchasing land whilst considerations continue. Due to the conversations on the maintenance needed for weed control, it was proposed by Cllr Hough that the annual costs should increase to £60, which was seconded by Cllr Secker and agreed unanimously by all. 


b. Funding for planters – G Oliver has now received funding for the 2 planters and is now working with Plantscape to purchase and arrange delivery. 

c. Remembrance Sunday – it was agreed that the Parish Council will once again support the local service by the War Memorial, with Cllr Robson and Cllr Secker agreeing to attend. Cllr Oliver proposed the council donation increased to £75, seconded by Cllr Robson and agreed unanimously by all present
Action: G Oliver to arrange purchase of wreath for the Service and the donation of £75 to the British Legion. 

d. Location for Future Council Meetings – The council discussed current costs of holding meetings and options for saving costs. Cllr Harland asked that this item be brought back to the next meeting, when more Councillors would be available but asked Cllr Secker to check availability around other locations such as the scout hall. 

6. Police Liaison – no report

7. County Councillor Report 
a. Cllr Heaviside (DCC)  updated on recent incidents in the area and an armed response presence as a precaution.
b. The war memorial is due to be cleaned before Remembrance Sunday. Plants in pots by area had been arranged by the local scouts. 
c. County Hall want subsided charging points available in areas. Cllr Heaviside has put an application in for one by Fencehouses and Great Lumley Community Centres. 
d. Cllr Heaviside is still checking the ownership of fence by Community Centre.
e. Greenery by the Smiths Arms on pavements requires cutting back.
f. Wildflowers have not come through in our Parish this year, possibly due to drought conditions. 

8. Accounts & Finance 
a. The following accounts were agreed and approved by LLPC and signed off by Cllr Harland:-
Clerk Salary - £496 (October) 
 
 
9. Correspondence: 
Cllr Secker has been reviewing the fence work fixed 12 months ago, after correspondence received and is dealing with the enquiry. 


10. Questions to the Chairman 
a. Councillors had no further items to bring forward to the Chairman. 

b. Public session, at the discretion of the Chair – no public were in attendance.  
c. Private discussion item – A sub group remained to discuss correspondence – Cllr Harland, Cllr Hough, Cllr Secker and Cllr Heaviside, with other attendees vacating the meeting. 

11. Next Meeting 
Thu 10th November @ 6.30pm in Fencehouses Community Centre 
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