MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LITTLE LUMLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
THURSDAY 10 MARCH 2022, FENCEHOUSES COMMUNITY CENTRE. 

Present:	Cllr T Harland (Chair) ,  Cllr G Armstrong,  G Oliver (Clerk), Cllr S Oliver,  Cllr C Hough, Cllr T Robson, Cllr A Wiegand, Cllr D Secker

Guests: 	Simon Wilkinson (Chair) Tony Bryan (Treasurer) Carole Linday -  Sydney Street Allotment Association (SSAA)
		1 member of the public attended 
1. Apologies for Absence/Introductions		G Oliver advised that Cllr Heaviside and Cllr Bell had informed her they were unable to attend tonights meeting, with apologies also received from Eve Batt (secretary) of SSAA. Cllr Harland welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2. Minutes of Last Meeting 	The February minutes were agreed by all present as a true record of the meeting and were signed off by Cllr Harland on behalf of the council. 

3. Declarations of Interest		Cllr Oliver advised of a possible declaration of interest for the Allotment discussion.    

4. Sydney Street Allotment Association  (SSAA) 

Cllr Harland advised they were here to discuss a couple of items – the first relating to the lease, which the Parish Council had discussed and would like to offer a lease to SSAA on a 12 month rolling basis, which is similar to practices now installed within Great Lumley. Cllr Harland then read out the lease in full to all present. 

Cllr Harland also advised that in the past SSAA, under the direction of the late Cllr White, had planted flowers in the planters, which LLPC paid for and made donations to help SSAA funding, and would be happy for SSAA to put this back in place if they were interested. 

Simon Wilkinson advised the council that he was happy to agree to the lease and planting in principle, but would need to take it back to the full committee to discuss, at their next meeting on 26 March and would be willing to bring back to the LLPC April Meeting. 

Simons pre meeting request for a sub group was then discussed. Cllr Harland advised he had held some conversations with the councillors following the request made and would like to offer that Cllr Secker becomes a liaison point between SSAA and LLPC. It would be good if Cllr Secker could be invited to SSAA committee meetings as an observer, but would also bring back discussions on any decisions needed to the full council. All agreed this will be a useful role to bring the groups together and therefore any other discussion items would be brought to the next meeting of that group, with Cllr Secker on 26 March.

Action: G Oliver to provide the Chair with Cllr Seckers contact details

Action : Cllr Secker to attend the SSAA committee meeting on 26 March

Action: SSAA to be invited back to April meeting. 

SSAA reps then left the meeting. 

5. Matters Arising   
The planters application for funding is going through process, and additional paperwork requested, such as a copy of a recent bank statements has been provided. Cllr Harland provided some additional context around the planters being a joint application supported by Cllr Bell, with the planter for our community to be additionally in memory of the late Cllr White. 
Cllr Hough advised she was still waiting for an invite to a meeting at the Community Centre but is in contact with Georgina and were in the process of setting up an AGM. Cllr Secker advised he was aware of some prospective committee members and would speak to Cllr Hough and exchange contact details. Cllr Hough advised she was still awaiting a request in writing in relation to a funding request for finance for a microwave and event noticeboard for the Community Centre. 

6. Police Liaison 	Police updates can be found at https://www.police.uk by putting in your postcode for statistics on crime where you live. 

Cllr Robson advised that he had made contact with the police after a number of small incidents around the Parish including small fires by the stables, by Woodstone Terrace, where pieces of barbed wire had since been placed. Cllr Robson had been trying to establish whether this was a bridle, or a public way. Cllr Robson advised he had been contacted by dog walkers who would regularly use this area to walk their dogs, but were restricted by the barbed wire. The incidents around the fires have been logged, with Inspector Lee Morris aware and if anyone has any further information please let Cllr Robson know, and he will liaise with the police. It was suggested that Cllr Bell and Cllr Heaviside could help in terms of identifying public footpaths in the area. 

Cllr Secker also advised that the police and fire brigade had been called out the previous evening, with fires being caused on a hay bale. In addition Cllr Secker reported on further instances on Saturday, where stones were thrown over into the new Park View houses, followed by a brick, which had hit the house owner in the back. Cllr Secker advised that the community centre caretaker, alongside Cllr Bell and Cllr Heaviside had been drawn into the investigations with the local warden and would be looking into the matter, and reviewing any CCTV. 

ASB was also advised upon, with quads/mopeds being ridden through Lumley Park Burns. Everyone is reminded to report any such instances witnessed, with off road bikes one of the top priorities for the new Police & Crime Commissioner. LLPC councillors discussed the lack of police patrols in the area as a concern and discussed whether the Parish Councils in the division could join together with a call for Action.

Cllr Harland asked that we at least request some additional police presence in the village, following the recent incidents. G Oliver advised that this had been seen in Bournmoor after a request following crime incidents within their Church Hall and cricket club, and after a meeting with the PCC, Joy Allen

Action : G Oliver/Cllr Robson to contact Insp Lee Morris to request additional police patrols in the area, copying in Cllr Bell and Cllr Heaviside. 

Action: G Oliver to contact the PCC office and invite Joy Allen to a future LLPC meeting. 

7. County Councillor Report

There was nothing further to report, as the recent crimes had already been discussed. 


8. Accounts 

The following payments were agreed, signed & paid for :-
Clerk (March)  –  £472.50
Resources - £16.54 
9. Correspondence    G Oliver advised the council  correspondence had been received from a member of the public, which had already been circulated to all members and was duly noted. 
Cllr Harland agreed to add to the minutes that he noted that the letter from the non resident, who was not present at the January meeting, did not agree with the January meeting minutes. 

G Oliver additional advised that DCC had been in contact with her to advised they had received a letter, asking for enquiries into the miners memorial, which DCC had resolved. Cllr Harland advised that the miners memorial had been done in partnership with parties, including DCC. 

Cllr Harland advised he had received 2 requests from allotment holders interested in purchasing their land if this was a possibility, from Trevor Chapman and Cllr Oliver. All the council agreed at this stage, it was not right to consider selling. 

Further correspondence around the allotments, would be taken into the 26 March meeting with SSAA by Cllr David Secker. 

10. Questions to the Chairman   Cllr Harland advised that the recommended pay award for clerks or 21/22 had now been received, following agreement to a pay offer, and that councils had been asked to discuss at their next meeting, to ensure payment within the agreed financial year. Cllr Oliver then declared a pecuniary interest. 
At this stage, so the council could discuss, G Oliver, Cllr S Oliver and the public attendee were asked to leave the meeting. 
On return to the meeting, Cllr Harland advised G Oliver that the clerks monthly wage was to increase to £496 a month and would be backdated from May 2021, which had been unanimously agreed by all.  A further payment in total to the clerk of £235 to cover 10 months back money, was agreed and signed off by the Chairman. The Clerks salary review will revert back to consideration each May. 

Cllr Oliver advised he had noticed some of the pathways down from Lumley Thicks had been marked and would have asked Cllr Bell for any update, knowing they were on a requested list. 

Cllr Robson advised that there had been some issues with the fitting of virgin and broadband, with residents left with no Wifi. Cllr Robson advised if anyone wanted to make a complaint about their Virgin broadband they should contact:-

Virgin Media
Pennywell Industrial Estate
Sunderland
SR4 9EN
Tel: 0345 4541111

11. Date and Time of Next Meeting

Thu 14th April, 6.30pm – Fencehouses Community Centre.    	

