MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LITTLE LUMLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
THURSDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2022, FENCEHOUSES COMMUNITY CENTRE. 

Present:	Cllr T Harland (Chair) ,  Cllr G Armstrong,  G Oliver (Clerk), Cllr S Oliver,  Cllr C Hough, Cllr T Robson, Cllr A Wiegand, Cllr P Heaviside (DCC), Cllr A Bell (DCC)

Guests: 	Tony Bryan (Treasurer) -  Sydney Street Allotment Association, David Secker  
1. Apologies for Absence/Introductions		None. Cllr Harland welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2. Minutes of Last Meeting 	The January minutes were agreed by all present as a true record and were signed off by Cllr Harland on behalf of the council. 

3. Declarations of Interest		None.   

4. Sydney Street Allotment Association  (SSAA) – update from Tony Bryan

Cllr Harland asked Tony how the banking was going. Tony advised that SSAA now had on-line banking, a cheque book and had around £250 in a cash tin, with the bank balance at £3919. Public Liability Insurance had also been put in place. 

In terms of the rents, Tony advised they would be collecting in from April, with a half plot increasing to £12 and had been doing inspections over the last few weeks. Everyone would be expected to pay from this year, with SSAA aware that some people had not paid up rent for years. Currently there are around 6-8 on the waiting list. Tony advised that they had also implemented the policy, whereby allotments were only open to people within our local council division. 

Tony advised they had also been looking into a membership fee of around £3 to help cover insurance costs and would be quite keen to look into a water supply. 


5. Matters Arising  All precept paperwork has been submitted to Durham County Council. 
The planters application for funding has also been submitted and is now with the Durham Area Action Partnership for consideration. 
Cllr Hough advised she had spoken to Georgina at the Community Centre about the trustee role. Cllr Hough has agreed that she will attend the next couple of meetings at the Community Centre, but only in a guest capacity as an observer before deciding whether or not to agree become a trustee. 

6. Future of Sydney Street Allotments – the council discussed how it looked liked outcomes from the previous meeting had been taken on board, and were encouraged by the update Tony provided at the start of the meeting. Whilst the council still had some reservations, and would want to keep a close eye on developments, it was proposed by Cllr Robson, that a short term lease of no more than 12 months be considered initally, so that activity can be monitored with a clear clause included that as land owners, LLPC could terminate the lease at any time and SSAA were to understand that the LLPC have total control over the land. This approach was seconded by Cllr Armstong and agreed unanimously. 
Members of SSAA to be invited to next meeting for an update/discussion on the lease agreement. 

7. Police Liaison 	Police updates can be found at https://www.police.uk by putting in your postcode for statistics on crime where you live. 

8. County Councillor Report

DCC councillors advised that stencils to encourage the community to pick up after their dogs, had been requested. The council advised that having some around the Bill Forth Park area would be useful. 

Cllr Bell advised that the request to resurface the paths down by Lumley Thicks has been requested again and is with the Highways for consideration.  

Cllr Bell also advised that work continues on damage to fences and trees caused by the recent storms. 


9. Accounts 

The following payments were agreed & paid for :-
Clerk (Jan )  –  £472.50
HAGS – Equipment for Bill Forth Park - £1055.70
10. Correspondence   None.   

11. Questions to the Chairman   Cllr Hough asked whether the Council could support the community centre, with for example the purchase of a microwave and a new noticeboard. Cllr Harland advised Cllr Hough to ask the community centre to put the request for funds and what they were needed for in writing for the council to consider. 

Cllr Hough asked whether the council would fund some of the refreshments provided in meetings – Cllr Harland agreed. 

Cllr Harland, then asked David Secker, who had applied for a councillor position through the co-option route, whether he was still interested in becoming a councillor. David had previously been a councillor with Great Lumley, but had moved into our Parish. David confirmed he was still very much interested and then left the meeting. 

The councillors then undertook a vote on accepting David Secker onto LLPC as a councillor, which was unanimously agreed. G Oliver will notify DCC and David of the outcome.  

12. Date and Time of Next Meeting

Thu 10th March, 6.30pm – Fencehouses Community Centre.    	

