LITTLE LUMLEY PARISH COUNCIL
AND
SYDNEY STREET ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT
RELATING TO
All Allotments belonging to Little Lumley Parish council
AN AGREEMENT made the day of
11™ day of May 2023
BETWEEN
Little Lumley Parish Council, Address
(The Parish Council)
And
The Committee of the Sydney Street ALLOTMENTS
ASSOCIATION
(The SSAA)

1. The Parish council will continue to let the Sydney Street Allotment
Association (SSAA) manage the Parish's allotments in lieu of the rental
collected from plot holders. For a period of One year from the date of signing.
If the Parish Council or the Sydney Street Allotment Association find they
have areas of issue clause 6 of this Lease will be enacted.

2. This Rental for a full plot or pro rata for lesser plots will be no less that that
charged on 1st April 2023. The allotment land will always be the property of
Little Lumley Parish Council (See appendix 1). The Little Lumley Parish Council
is Landlord Paramount.

3. The Allotment association must carry a level of Liability insurance equal
to that carried by the Parish Council at all times.

4. The SSAA also agrees that in addition to their responsibilities for the
management of and the collection of the rents relating to all Allotments and
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sites covered by the SSAA, that they will also undertake as and when
necessary, the responsibility of organising litter picking for the park known
as Bill Forth Park in the Parish of Little Lumley.

5. The SSAA undertakes to review on a regular basis its rules, Constitution and
Plot leases with its members. The rules and constitution being put before
those entitled to vote at a general or SSAA AGM

6. The Parish council or the Allotment association may after giving 6 months’
notice withdraw from the lease if =-

A. the parish deems that the association is not running its affairs in
accordance with its rules and constitution or in accordance with this lease,
after giving one months’ notice to rectify any issues or

B. The Association feels it can no longer continue due to lack of committee
or the agreement of 75% of the voting members to discontinue with self-
management. All funds to hand would be placed back in the control of the
Parish council (in a separate account) until such time as the Allotment
association felt via a vote of 75% of its members entitled to vote, that it
was able to take up self-managing again. The Allotment association will
continue to be liable for any service or utility agreement entered into by
the Allotment association after any dissolution of the managing
agreement. If the Allotment association cesses to exist after dissolution
the Parish will add any cost commitments onto the annual rents as a
separate item and reserves the right to charge in advance. Any over charge
will be adjusted the following year.

The costs of such will be evenly divided between each plot and or half plot.

7. The Parish Will have a non-voting seat on the managing committee of SSAA.
This will be a member of the parish council appointed at the Parish AGM

annually.
8. The Parish Council will invite the Chair and Secretary of the SSAA to make a

report to the Parish AGM annually. In the absence of either of these officers
the vice chair will be invited to attend in their place.

The allotment association will submit to the parish council at its AGM an
independently audited account of all of its funds, assets income and
expenditure. To include but not limited to: - income from sales, grants,
gifts, items sold from vacant plots and rental income.

The Association will invite the Parish Rep to attend its AGM as an
observer.
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9. Any correspondence between the Parish and the association will be
conducted via the association secretary and the Parish representative, who
will report to the Parish council at their earliest convenience. Where possible
this will be done in writing, if not it must be recorded and either side receive
a copy.

10.The allotment association will be responsible for the maintenance of all
external boundary fences and have them maintained weed free and plot
holders will not attach any structures of any kind to the boundary fences. The
SSAA will not allow anyone to vary or remove the external boundaries. No
barbed wire or razor wire is to be used on any boundary or plot.

11.No trade or business is to be allowed to be carried out on any Parish
allotments ‘(with the exception of trade/business carried out by SSAA
Committee for the benefit of the Association). No tenant is to be allowed to
sublet any parish land. Tenants must get written permission from the
Association Secretary to share plots with the clear understanding that there
is no continuation of tenancy inferred by the Association or the parish.
Allotments are only to be used as gardens and allotments with the keeping
of livestock that were present as of August 2020. As agreed in 2020 with
SSAA only animals held by existing plot holders (legacy plot holders) can
remain till they are moved off or die. The cost of disposal to be borne by the
stock owner or recovered from them by the landlord., no plot holders are
allowed to bring new animals to their allotment plot. Any plot holder
Legacy or future tenant will have their tenancy revoked with 14 days’ notice
to quit if they are in breach. Indeed, as agreed with SSAA in 2020 any plots
used solely to keep animals must revert to being used as an allotment garden
when the animals have died or are no longer on site. SSAA are asked to come

back to the Parish Council with details of how they are monitoring any
Livestock, ensuring the numbers of any livestock does not increase or is
replaced. This can be achieved for example via the keeping of logs of where
the animals are located, with the additional use of photos, tags, and
microchip numbers to assist in monitoring their numbers.

12. The parish council reserve the right as landlord to enter any of its sites at
any time and have available for inspection all plots after having given
reasonable notice. All plots must cultivate 75 % of all available land per
tenant lease.

13. The Allotment Association will, with effect from 1% April 2023 ONLY make
plots available for residents over the age of 18 who reside within the

LLPC / SSAA V1 2023




Lumley Division of Durham County Council Electoral boundary. This means
that the Allotment Association's waiting list will have to be reviewed by the
Secretary and anyone on the waiting list who DOES NOT reside within the
Lumley Division of the Durham County Council Electoral boundary from 1st
April 2023 will no longer be eligible for an allotment. Anyone who will no
longer be eligible for an allotment should be contacted by the Secretary and
advised of this new rule by 31 March 2023.

14. The association will not allow grandfather rights if a plot holder gives up
their plot or is deceased. In other words, there will be no right to inherit a
plot. The plot will return to the pool for reallocation via the waiting list.
Joint tenancies will only be for tenants residing at the same address having
signed up as joint tenants at the time of taking on their plot and who over
the age of 18.

15. The Secretary of the Allotment association will maintain a full up to date
waiting list for first time plot holders and a separate waiting list of plot
holders who wish to be considered for a second plot. Data Protection
compliant copies of these waiting lists may be put on display in the
Allotment Association's Notice Board. Any one on either waiting list will
have been allocated a "Unique Reference Number” (U.R.N.) by the
Secretary. The only information on the waiting list displayed on the notice

board will be the person's position on the list together with their unique
reference number and the date they were placed on the list.

Those wishing to be included on the list for a second plot must have
completed 12 months tenancy without any warnings or requests to improve
their existing plot (s). A second plot will only be allocated to an existing
tenant when there is no one on the first-time plot holders list. The
association will also keep an up-to-date record of all plot holders. It will be
the plot holder’s responsibility to notify the SSAA secretary of any changes.

16.No permanent structures (brick, block or cement, other permanent
material) are to be allowed on Parish allotments. No new permanent paths
are to be allowed (concrete, asphalt etc) except those in place at 01 April
2023. No internal boundary fences above 90 cm in height are to be allowed.
The SSAA will not allow any gravel, sand, or soil to be removed from parish
land.
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17.Any allotment holder using threatening, abusive, offensive or other
behaviour likely to cause offence or a breach of the peace towards any
person will have their tenancy terminated and the matter brought to the
attention of the Parish council (via the secretary, Parish Rep and the Parish
clerk. Who will record such matters).
18.Animals and livestock Tenants must understand that they must comply
with: The Animal welfare act 2006 (and any subsequent amendments and
updates), which makes owners and keepers responsible for ensuring
that the welfare needs of their animals are met.
In the event of a conflict between livestock owners and either the Parish
or the Allotment association, an appropriate animal welfare organisation

will be consulted and their view and recommendations will be binding and
final.

These include the need:

o for a suitable environment (place to live)

e for asuitable diet

e to exhibit normal behavior patterns

e to be housed with or apart from other animals (if applicable)
e to be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease

e Any dispute over age verification of any livestock

The law also increases the minimum age a person can buy an animal to 16
and prohibits giving animals as prizes to unaccompanied children under
this age. Anyone who is cruel to an animal or does not provide for its
welfare needs may be banned from owning animals, fined up to £20,000
and/or sent to prison.

Any DEFRA (or Government department) notices pertaining to animal and
human health. Must be met: IE notices regarding bird flu

19.Any dispute between the allotment association and individual members that

cannot be resolved amicably will be brought to the parish council (via the
Parish rep).

The parish via a sub group will listen to both sides of the disagreement.
The sub group will advise the Full Parish council of its conclusions and the
Parish clerk will advise both parties of their decision, which will be binding
on both parties.
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End.

Chair LLPC/ H — Date _1/_/ _§_/ 2.62°%
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